The biodegradation of recalcitrant effluents from an olive mill by a white-rot fungus.
Biodegradation of olive-mill wastewater (OMW) was performed by the polyurethane-immobilized mycelium of Lentinula edodes. Throughout three consecutive treatment cycles of the effluent significant abatements of its polluting characteristics were observed. In fact, its contents in total organic carbon, total phenols, total ortho-diphenol were dramatically reduced. In addition, a significant effluent decolorization was evident.